Brief history of the United human republic

2012 first large scale human trials of nerve interfaces, used mainly to help amputees and those with degenerative neurological conditions, co-opted by military and heavy industry for research into neurally controlled systems.

2018 first 10 ton space elevator constructed by joint Korean/American team in the central pacific. work is immediately started on a 50 and 100 ton elevator and multiple smaller elevators, primary use is to support mars and lunar exploration and resource recovery efforts

2020 China builds first elevator focusing primarily on robotic missions to the near earth orbit asteroids
2022 Japan succeeds in developing a low level fully autonomous helper robot, used for both manufacturing and assisting elderly. American interests invest strongly in this effort to compete with the dominating Chinese economy.
American interests send significant material to mars to produce fuel and materials using nuclear impulse engines and assists from elevators.
2025 workable large scale fusion reactors now possible given H3 shipments from the moon. Low G Orbital facilities come online for producing exotic materials and compounds. 100 ton elevator constructed work continues on building a workable 1000 ton elevator cluster to receive ore shipments and lift additional material for lunar resourcing operation
2027 Permanent research settlement established on moon and mars, elevators established on both to facilitate resource transfers
2030 Americas switch over to a primarily hydrogen driven economy based on their control of most of the large fusion reactors and the H3 coming from the lunar production facilities. Middle Eastern economies are largely unaffected because of increasing demand from China and India as well as developing African nations
2032 direct neural interface constructed allowing humans to directly interface with computers. Significant social unrest due to religious and moral objections occurs in the Middle East, southern Europe and the Americas. Northern Europe and Korea/Asia see widespread use of the technology for business and communications; it is much slower to catch on in America where it is primarily limited to research projects by the military
2035 Chinese efforts on NEOs pay off and significant destabilization of the world economy is experienced by the flood of trillions of dollars of material onto the market. A significant push is made by the European and Asian governments to fully colonize mars to open up new markets. Highly populated countries like India and china ad parts of Africa have mandatory preparation programs to relieve stresses on their economies. Mexico, Canada and a significant portion of central and South America are essentially purchased by American corporate interests because of the incredible dip in their economies. 
2040 Europe has a significant epidemic of net junkies that live much of their lives in cyberspace. Already decimated economies see even lower productivity. In an effort to stop population decline and regain an edge in the economy an EU project in genetic engineering secretly is started to produce altered humans that are suitable in a low G environment. Multiple nuclear reactor failures in aging plants in France contaminate much of Western Europe. Mars production facilities are expanded to start the terraforming process
2045 Extensive testing of human neural networks leads to the breakthroughs necessary to construct the first cyber brain that is on par with human cognitive capability. A distributed project is started to teach these new brains and advance their development. Concerns are raised from many quarters about robots replacing humans, but concerns are tempered by the fact that 50% of the world’s population has some sort of implant or data link capability. A global solar microwave power beaming network is setup to help offset increasing industrialization of Africa
2050 test populations are selected for ‘fertility’ treatments in Europe, genetic anomalies begin to appear, primarily producing hardier stockier babies that develop into adults that are much better suited for high radiation/low gravity environments, significant oddities are selectively removed and destroyed. These populations are shunned as being radiation babies, but show little or no actual radiation effects from the previous decade’s accidents; in fact many of them thrive at dangerous work given their hardiness. As they age they find that they find special acceptance in the mars colonies and the outer system exploration and many of them leave earth for space.

2055 Significant industrialization of most land on earth inevitably causes global warming to proceed at a heightened pace. Before Sea levels rise significantly the nations most that have the greatest risk institute a plan to build a solar shade at the L1 point between the sun and earth. This however doesn’t prevent widespread desertification and melting of the permafrost. Desertification causes an influx of Africans and middle easterners into the fragile European Union as their lands become increasingly inhospitable. Russia capitalizes on the more temperate conditions and starts exploiting its vast mineral wealth in exotic materials that are difficult to find in the NEOs. The united nations falters because of apathy in Europe, Multiple non-aggression and human rights treaties are signed and broken as world powers shift their balances to adjust to the new information and space based economies.
2060 neural interfaces have progressed to the point that some people are being ‘lost’ on the nets, their physical bodies are kept on life-support. Wild rumors circulate that they are still alive on the net. Additionally highly advanced robots are seen to be organizing and communicating. Many of these advanced robots are sent with the European’s to work in the asteroid fields and outer moons
2065 A project is started to utilize state of the art pulsed antimatter engines to send multiple probes to nearby stars. The goal is by 2150 to survey the space within 5 light-years of earth. Ad outsystem tether slingshot system is considered to accelerate the project. Russia uses much of its wealth to construct large transport ships to facilitate the increasing effort to terraform mars. 

2075 the out system project begins, A joint European American cabal considers influencing another genetic alteration to provide suitable colonists for the mars reduced gravity environment and rarified atmosphere. Full colonization of mars begins as economic pressures force new markets.

2100 the new century sees some startling developments. Full Harvesting of the asteroid belt is being undertaken by China, Russia and the Democratic Nations of the Americas. Middle Eastern powers pool their monetary resources from the last century of oil and implement an ambitious plan to make Venus habitable through an icy body impact, extremophile bacteria and micro machine scrubbers. The Yellowstone super volcano wipes out much of western America and the collapse of a volcano in the Canary Islands ravages the east coast. Most large US interests are already in space in orbital facilities and considerable wealth is spent moving the population north into what was previously Canada. Europe, long the target of population decline, stagnant wealth and failed planned economies produces radical terrorists and pirates that harass colony shipping and attack interests of the Russian and Chinese empires. Limited gravity control is harnessed and work into high energy physics progresses extremely rapidly, additionally the direct impacts on space travel make the mars colonization process accelerate substantially. Limited directional radiation and physical shielding is usable for the first time. Terraforming of mars proceeds ahead of schedule and the outer planets are tapped for limited resource exploitation. It is now accepted that consciousness can be transferred onto the networks and all direct resistance to androids fades away when a person thought long dead proves that they have been controlling an android directly. Religious and moral objections still exist. Fully capable androids are still vastly expensive and few exist, but it is shown that human thought can work in tandem with cyberbrains to produce better results. Human lifespan is significantly extended, not unlimited, but is a costly endeavor and no stable results are reproducible through normal birthing. The second generation genetic alterations seem to have doubled the life expectancy, but news of the previous century’s secret experiments clamps down on any more significant research or large scale programs.
2150 Preliminary work on infrastructure on Venus begins though it is still not yet habitable. Androids and full cyborgs do much of the baseline work. The out system project reaps many rewards from advances in gravity field research, additionally faster than light communication becomes possible. it is theorized that the next generation will be able to travel faster than light.
Willing Android and cyborg participants are selected to go on the exploration trip and report back in real-time their findings. Habitable planets within 100 lys have been discovered through very large telescopes and spectrometers arrayed around the outer system. Colonization plans are made for the likely worlds and construction begins for a few of the targets that can be reached in the next 50 years. A second set of probes is dispatched to provide on the site real-time information and to scout the paths to the systems. Mars becomes the dominant economy as most work is focused outsystem and reduced travel and fuel costs make it an ideal staging point. Earth still dominates the high tech industries because of it’s significant orbital and lunar facilities. America recovers from it’s losses and exploits the newly fertile areas of the Midwest.
2200 Signals from outside the human habited space are detected, a broad spectrum message is sent from a system 50000 Ly away immediately before a inexplicable detonation occurs around that star. Though humans realize there is a significant time lag and the message is unintelligible, a wave of fear sweeps the colonies. Immediate militarization plans are authorized, This is only compounded when multi other nova-like detonations are observed in the following years that can not be explained by physics. Subspace communications are nearly eliminated except in focused narrow beam communications to the exploration vehicles and the colony ships in an attempt to lower humanities profile to the rest of the galaxy. Nationalism supports the colony ship industry with nations claiming and carving up probed planets and systems.
2250 colony ships start arriving at the closest systems, filled with space capable humans, cyborgs and androids. Venus is opened for limited colonization as the terra forming process proceeds. Earth regains some of its economic clout as a weigh station for the Venus project, but starts to become a religious and natural reserve as much of the industry and population bleeds out into space. Net users that communicate through subspace transceivers with the colonies via limited neural links start to complain of psychological issues, symptoms include paranoia, false memories, euphoria and depression; those with cyberbrains do not have these issues. All non-critical non-cyberbrain communications done through neural links are time shifted by a few microseconds and eliminates these effects. A few skirmishes are fought between American, Russian and Chinese forces over control of critical resources.
2300 FTL is first tested through a series of gates. A large scale project is initiated to build gate systems between the colonies which have now spread to 50 ly from earth. Work on a portable FTL device is stymied by tremendous energy requirements and experiments that show that it is extremely unstable. Word on the colonies is that additional effects from past neural link usage of subspace communications are being observed (the colonies use it extensively) and those on earth that had extensive usage have these issues as well. Additionally a small percentage of children born to parents that had high usage exhibit these effects at birth. Rumors of colony children with strange abilities to predict the future or manipulate objects fill the nets. A rash of kidnappings by multiple pirate groups occurs amongst these children.
2400 with gates set up trade between colonies and more gates being deployed from those colonies the human worlds. It is revealed that a side effect with neural links to subspace transceiver transmissions allowed the brain to adapt to close probability states at will, the effect of this is that manipulation of external events is possible in a limited fashion, but the introduction of the signal processing necessary to make a cyber brain function interferes with this process. New transceivers do not produce the effect and attempts at recreating the effect have only resulted in physiological disorders for the test subjects. No mechanical substitute is found; the effects are very short-lived and cannot be applied to everyday technology. Most of the people that inherited this ability are dispersed throughout the colonies and are not willing to share that they have it. It is theorized that children born to the originators of the effects exist on a slightly separate probability stability point than others and this can be passed down without any genetic evidence.
And so on until humans make contact with other species.
